25. The great Roman crator, Cicero, in his celebraied trectise on Friendship, remarks with
truth that il ircreases happiness and diminishes misery by die doubling of our joy znd the
dividing of our gref. Wken we do well, it iz delightful to have friends who are so proud
of our success that they receive as much pleasure from it as we do ourszlves. llor the
ficndless man the attainment of wezlth, power, ard honcur Is of little vahue, Such
posscssions cordribuic to our hapriness most by enabling us to do good to cthers butifall
those whom we are able lo bencefit are strangers. we lake far less plezsure in our
benefizencs than il it were exeried on behalf of frisnds whosc happircas is as Jdear to us
as our own. Further, when we do our duty in spite ofiemptction, the mental sxisfaction
obtainzd from the approval of our comecienzes is keizhiened by the pra:se of our fnicnds;
for their judg=menl s as it were a se2ond conscience, encouraging us in pood and
deterring v from evil, Qur amusements have little zxst and soon pall upon us if we
engage In them In sollide, or with uncorgenial companlons, for whom we zan feel no
afTeztior. Thus in every casc our joys are rendered more :nfense and more permanent by
heing chared with fnends

It Is equally true that, as Clzero points out, friendship diminlshes our misery by enabling
us to share the burden of it w:th others. When fortuns kas inflictzd a heavy unavoidable

blow upon us, our grief is alleviated by fmendly condolence, and by the thought that as
keng ai friends are left 1o ug, life is still wonth livirg,

But many misfortun=s which threzten us are rot inevitzble and in escaping such
misfortuncs, the advice and active assistance of ovur friends may be invaluable. The
fricndless man stonds alone, exposed, withou: protection (o his enemies and to the Wows
of fortune; bul whoever has loyal irniznds is thereby provided with a strongz defence
against tie warst thet fortune can dote hom
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