Q. WHAT IS SIGVIFICAMCE oF SCo FoR PAKSTAM?

\ntroduction

The world is now 4ed up with its unipolar outiook and also with
the unilateral aperoach of the sole superpower along with its
blatant demonstration of doubble standards and unilateralism
in its gobal deal'iqcls.ﬁe hegemonic tendencies of US have

forced the potential stake holders of this geopolitically corlex
arena to contain her anﬁ—reﬂ\onal ambitions while Promo’r‘mﬁ the
economic well being of the local people in addition to the
rmutual cooporation and peacetul coexistence for qreater

reﬁ‘\onal economic Pros(aer‘\‘r\j. Tormation of SCo is one of such
moves by the economic and nuclear gants of Psia ,which has
become centre of 3rav't’r\j In current times owmﬁ to its peculiar
and distinctive characteristics.

Members

Sco is & grouping of six permament members and four those
members who are enjoying observer status in this h'\ﬂhlﬁ
important regional forum.The forum includes rapidiy growing

Ching, nuclear giant and ex-supereower Russig, and energy
resource rich Central Asian States as permament members
and Pakistan \ndia\ran and Mongolia as those hav’mﬁ observer
status. The dunamic atributes of the forum make it very

important for the 3lobal obserers and its future economic
and political potential over the gobe as a regonadl grouping is
being assesed,

Objectives of the forum

At the time of its inception in June 2001 it had confined itself
to few 3loballtj accep‘red and apprec‘\a’red ob\}tzcﬂves ot
eradication of terrorism, end'\nﬁ of extremism and curbing the



proliteration of o\ruﬂs.%wr in its latest suramit it has extended
| it objectives and planned to act in

'_ The main objectives of the SCo are to

), SJrrenj’rhen relations among member states;

() promote cooperation in political atkairs, economics and
trade, scientific-technical, cutural, and educational spheres as
well as in enerqy, transportation, tourism, and environmental

protection,
Cii) sa@eﬂuaro\ regional peace, security, and stability and
(iv) create a democratic, equitable international eolitical and

economic order

S\ﬂr\'\?\cance of SCo for Pakistan is mentioned as follows:

4, Secur'\’r\ﬂ benefits for Pakistan

The members of SCo have established Regional Anti-terrorist
Structure (RATs) with headquarters in Tashkent, The RATs
involve the Sha(‘\nj ok inteligence information by the member
countries to defeat extremism and terrorism 4rom the region.

It also 3a’rhers information reﬁaro\‘mﬁ difkerent terrorist groups
operating in the ne'\ﬂhborhood.

The advent of Jrechnolo\%, on the one hand, has connected
people beyond borderiines for economic cooperation. on the

other hand, it has also resuited in the gobalization ot

terrorism. Mow, & ferror group i not only comprised of native
recruits, but also people from all over the world, For instances,
A-Qaeda, when it was very active in H&ghanistan, consisted of

?ﬁ.ﬂh‘rers from Saudi Arabia, Equpt, Lebanon, Uzbekistan,
Tajkistan, China and son on.
Besides, SCo countries are known 4or cono\uc’r\nﬁ the argest



military exercises in the world. The membership, therefore, wil
ensure the participation in these Joint exercises. Pakistan wil
also 3e+ a chance to modernize its m'u‘\Jrartj equiprent us\nﬂ
these drikts,

3, Er\er&j benefits for Pakistan

Pakistan has been ?ac‘mﬁ energy shor‘raﬂes since 200% and its
estimated requirement of power in 2030 wil be 50000 Mw. The

rmembershie wil open & window for her to get energy

requirement furiled without \neralnnﬂ expensive infrastructure

| because CARs are rich in energy resources, Moreover, SCo
has formed "Enew Cub' as & platform to make enerqy deals

with the member countries in & tfransparent and eftective
wéﬁ.

After the fall of Soviet, the US officials estimated that in
Turkmenistan, Kazakhstan, Hzerbaljan, and Uzbekistan lay

between 5o billion and 400 billion barrels of ol plus nearly 250
trilion cubic feet of gas It was the reason that in 1995, some

oil giant like ﬁrﬂenﬂn'\an based Bridas Corporation and the WS,
based Unocal showed interest in signing Turkmenistan-

’Pak‘\s’ran—g%han'teran—\r\d‘\a

Pakistan slﬂr\eo\ Memorandum of Unders’rand‘.r\3 (Mol with
Bridas Corporation instead of American based oil giant in 1995
under the government of Benazir BhuHowever, the eroject

could not be succeeded owing to instability in 9€3har\'\s+an.

once this (aro\}ec’r (S com\ole’red, Pakistan wil not onltj receie

| adequate energy supeely direct from Turkmenistan, but also
et fransit fees for alowing the pieeline to pass through its

’rerr‘t’rortj to \ndia, The membersh‘\(a in SCo wil help Pakistan to
brmﬂ peace in QQShanis’ran and 3\ve a practical shape to
TAPLHo Piceline popularly known as TAP,



3. Economic development of Pakistan

The blessed geo-strategic location of Pakistan wil hele it to
| g3in maximum economic benefits from the membershie of
SCo. Pakistan provides the shortest transit route to CARs,
China and Russia to reach Arabian Sea (warm water) for
trade activities, As a result, CARs wil move their enerqy
resources fo the Sea by exploiting Pakistans territory,

Consequently, \zlamabad wil get milions ok dolars as transit
fees, Same is the case with Ching, which is the large ot ’rrao\'\n3
nation of the world with an estimated trade of around by
trilion, At present, around 8o per cent of Chinese trade pass

from its traditional route Jrhrouﬁh South China Sea that is not
only tirme consuming by also risky as surrounded by American
alies, Pakistan provides China with the shortest transit route
to reach Arabian Sea, The diversion of this huge trade wil

take the economic position of Pakistan fo the certain new
: he‘\ﬂth of gory,

4 B platform to sohe Pak-India issues

India and Pakistan are facing numerous daunting challenges

| ‘\ncluo\‘\nﬂ Kashmir, Al the bilateral attempts fo sohve their crisis
| have hit to the brick wall. without the meditation of some great
powers, the issues, between two countries, could not be

addressed. The US has not shown any interest to mediate in

India and Pak is Since, \ndia i also a member of SCo, the
organization wil act as a platform fo solve the ditterences of
the two countries with the mediation of China and Russia.
China wants peace in the region and economic cooperation

among the regional countries. it wil surely, in future, mediate
and engage them in trade activities. \t is also in the best
interest of %e‘“‘m\cj. Thus, the membershie erovides Pakistan



and \ndia & much needed platform fo solve their o\aur\ﬂr\ﬁ
cha.llenﬁes, before Jrhetj turn into & wider cor\Qaﬂraﬂon.

| S IMage bu‘\ld'\nﬁ for Pakistan

The membership of SCo wil act as an image builder for
Pakistan. In Infernational Relations, being & part of the large st
and important organization is considered as a source of
prestige for the countries. The SCO was formed in 2004, but

Pakistan has 3a'meo\ raembershic in 201 't means, the old
mMmembers +hou3h‘r Pakistan as a responsible courﬁrﬁ to be
included as member, It ig, in short, & license of responsibiity
Lor any country to become a part of prestigious organization,

6. C.onJrrolI'\nﬂ o\mﬁ ’rr&?ﬂck\na:

The issue of dVU3 ’rra@?tck‘mﬁ was serious among the Jc"ouno\'\r\\cj
members of the SCo. However, by acting collectively +he3
{framed policies and eradicated the evil of o\ruﬁs from their

’rerr'\’rorkj. Pakistan has been ?ac\nﬂ the same issue of druﬁs
that are er\Jrer‘\nj from 9@3\'}&0‘\3@0. TS\j exPlo‘iﬂnﬁ the
experience of SCo, it can also eliminate the evil rom its cure
land

. Reﬁlonal peace:

The members of SCo, particularly China and Russia, are
interested in br"mﬁmﬁ regional peace. Pakistan has been ?ac’tnﬁ
the cross border ferrorist attacks from Héghanistan. By acting

+03e+her, SCo has potential to solve regional issues fike
ﬁ@ﬂhanlshan and bring overall stabiity, Peace in Q?ﬂhar\‘\sﬁn is
not possible without the supeort of regional countries fike
Pakistan, Ching, \ran and Russia. once the US lkaves the

teccitory, Pakistan wil force Talban to agree on the political
solution with other regional groups with the hele of China, As
far as \ran is concerned, China has alreao\tj irmeroved its



economic ties with Tehran bﬂ anr\ouncinﬂ the investment of
around $uoo bilion in its oil and trangport sector, Thus, the
membersh'\(a of Pakistan wil create an opportunity Lor the

reﬁ‘\or\al countries to work ’ro\cje’rhe(‘ to achieve peace in
nelﬂhbox‘hooo\.

SCo and Pakistan

Pakistan is enjoying an observer status in this forum and is
desirous of becomlnﬂ the permanent member of it.There are
lots of economic and other benefits for Pakistan i€ it
becomes the permanent member of this regiondl

‘. groupingHowever it requires difkerent policy related measures
which Pakistan should pursue in order to become a member
which is Po+en+\a||\j acceptable to the other stakeholders of the
Lorum,

Areas of convergence of interests between Pakistan and SCo
There are ?ollow‘\nﬁ areas of convergence ot interests, These
CoMMOonN Concerns can act as a br'to\qe between the two.

« Mo double standards
« o reﬁlme chanﬂe
« No unilateralism

* No pere-emption by Lorce

+ Non intecrvention

» Peaceful coexistence
« Nuclear containment
+ Sovereign equaIH'H

« Economic (aros(aer'\’r\j
. Reﬁlonal s’rab‘\lh‘ﬁ

+ Elimination of terrorismextremism and o\ruﬂs



Benefits for Pakistan
1-Balance in ?orelﬁn ’Pol“\ctj

.Q—Enhanclnﬂ ot econmic acﬂvﬁ'tj

3-Trade and economic cooperation

Y-Best utilization of its s’rra+e3‘\c location

5-Materialization of eneray (aro\\eds

Meeded steps to be pursued by Pakistan

1-Vigorous dlplomacxj

In order to become a permament member of this h‘\ﬂhlﬁ
potential grouping Pakistan needs a high levely of kclooo\ and

result oriented o\‘\‘olomaca. In the forum China and other Central
Asian States are alrea.o\\j hav‘m3 agnﬁﬂ with Pakistan. with
central asian states Pakistan is 5"‘&30\3 interactead Jrhrouah
ECO and with China it is having historic deeply rooted , and al

weather {riendship. Al such factors are really very heletul £or
Pakistan in ?orm'tnﬂ a diplomatioc support needed fo become
a permament member. ﬁntjhow there is a need fo manipulate
the old relations in needed dimentions o that a local support

ot the 3rou(a'\n3 could be attained in éccep’r‘mﬁ Pakistan as a
PQrmanen‘r rmember,

2-Good relations with Pussia

Since the ince ption of Pakistan the relations with Russia have
| not been very good. The factors fike diplomatic immaturity and
| hostie \ndia with close a«?m't’r\j with Russia were the main in



rmaking these countries hostie to each other. Inequitable use
of veto power by Russia on Kashmir issue further aﬂﬂrava‘red
' the hos’r'\l'ﬁrtj.%u’r now the chanﬂe In geopolitical equations has
brou3h+ the two countries closer to each otherits ue to
diplomatic potential of Pakistan to use it in V'Bh’r direction.For
Lull access to this forum a ‘QﬂendB Russia is inevitable and
that can be the product of erudent foreign policy,

3-Good ne“\ﬂhbouﬂnﬁ relations
Pakistan should also form ﬁooo\ realtions with its neiﬂhbours
fike india,Hghanistan and Iran. Prevalence of good relations

would make it in compliance with the credo of SCo which
enjoins the peacetul coexistence of member states.
Demosntration of 3000\ relations would also caste a Sooo\
Image of Pakistan in the comity of nations and its chances of

reater suppeort in the forum would greatiy be enhanced.So,
N e hi sl
ood neighbouring relations are the need of the hour and are
N 9 9
key factors in making Pakistan successtul in its reaional
J 9 3
ambitions,

Q—'Praﬁma’r'lsm and preo\'\enctj with reﬂaro\ to \P
The energy project being neﬂo‘r'\a’red between \ran, Pakistan
and \ndia should ke brok{qh’r into operation. western community

especialy US s staunch critic of this project and is ao\vanc'mﬁ
dicferent tricks to halt its headwa.\j. Continuation with reﬂaro\ to
this project would caste a general impact that Pakistans ero-
US filt is declining which would make hapey not only China &

Pussia but also the Muslim world in addition to needed SUPPI\j
of gas to the reﬂ'\on. Therefore the perpetuation and
materialization of the Pro\‘)ed i the need of the hour and



Pakistan would be the main beneﬁc‘\artj it this (arodec’r [
success?ulltj comPleJred.

| 500 diplomatic blunders

Pakistan is passing +hrou3h 3 very sensitive phase.under the
shadows of ludicurous élleﬂaﬂons of Q%hén'ls’ran that Pakistan
is having potential hand in Taiban's infiltration and the \ndian's

3llegations of Pakistans hand in Mumai bomb blaste, diplomatic
moves have become quite difficult, Such alleﬁaﬂons are also
not Serving for the iMage of Pakistan in interational commur\‘\hj.
Keeping in view the current scenarion it is advisable that

Pakistan should not 2nqaqe it e in any sort of 'tr\’rerna‘r'\or\alltj
detestable d’tplomacxj as it did when it rec03n'\2ed Talbans in
9¥3hams+an. Therefore Pakistan should avoid any such
diplomatic blunders.

Conclusion
As such, the membership of SCo Wil provide Pakistan security
and economic benefits, Besides, it wil create an effective

platform for slamabad to solve its difkerences with \ndia,
Moreover, it wil improve Pakistans iMage i the gobe, hele it fo
address dVU3 ’rra@%ck‘\nﬂ and bring regional peace. Since the
membershie is very beneficial \slamabad should take

exped'\‘r'\ous mMeasures to 3&10 ao\var\+a3es without wasﬂnﬁ
time.




