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~ meateffect, Before the ninetcenth centurys

/ ~J EXERCISE 5

The advance of science necess
.neral ideas. The advance of astro
example’ has entirely changed our v;
lace in Nature. Before Copernicus it was universal
believed that the. Universe was quite a small affair rstaﬁly
the earth was 1ts centre ; that the sun and the ;noodt
oxisted to give light to our world, and that they and thr;
«ars travelled round the earth. Since then there have
seen many changes in our ideas, until now we know that
the earth travels round the sun, that the sun is but one
of the millions of stars which are scattered in space at

narlly changcs our
Omical science, for
CWS regarding man’s

distances of millions and millions of miles S that all the

—ars we sce Tmake up only a single star family, and that

there are millions of other simifar star-families swimming
in space at almost inconceivable distances, but visible
through our telescopes as spiral nebulae. We can no
longer think of man or his home as in any way central,
oras being anything but very insignificant compared
with the universe as a whole. Ul |
T b 1owmical science has had an equally
he advance of biclogical sci 1o be
‘ - usand years
supposed that man was created only a few thou %

all
%0 in the same form that he¢ has to-day, and umal

. | i fit.
Oher animals and plants existed ff’"l dht‘: t:e enormously

Sscover geol !'X‘ wor
ries ~ology proved the s
ﬁld' and . O;l’\vm(;n phis followers sh%\;e‘;la;t:x A
o Wolvcd,fr()m an ,Aanimal ancestor. 2% y



. | . on cart.h fO!’ over a thOUSand &
that shfihrzs 3):::!,‘:‘; that time it h?ShSIOWIy chan'g‘lgl.on
nglve,d into many different forms; t hat man evo|y, 00; |
of an ape-like creaturc and cla‘mc ol? t eed scene very late?t
the world’s history ; that he has ¢ haﬂg. IN varjgy, Way':
during his evolution ; and that t Cflcdls NO reasop Wiy |
further. change and evolution should not ta), Dl
Furthermore, the rest of life does not exist to sery, b
man simply happens to be the most successfy living
creature and has been able to use many plants apq ani |
mals for his own ends. (361 words) |






