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Reading Comprehension 47

Solutions of Comprehension Questions Asked in
Previous CSS Papers (2015-1986)

| CSS 2015 |

Q3. Read the following text carefully and answer the questions below: (20)
Experience has. quite definitely shown that some reasons for holding a belief are

The method which has proved effective, as a matter of actual fact, in providing a firm
foundation for belief wherever it has been capable of application, is what is usually called the
scientific method. | firmly believe that the scientific method, although slow and never claiming
to lead to complete truth, is the only method which in the long run will give satisfactory
foundations for beliefs. It consists in demanding facts as the only basis for conclusions, and
in consistently and continuously testing any conclusions which may have been reached,
against the test of new facts and, wherever possible, by the crucial test of experiment. It
consists also in full publication of the evidence on which conclusions are based, so that other
workers may be assisted in new researchers, or enabled to develop their own interpretations
and arrive at possibly very different conclusions.

There are, however, all sorts of occasions on which the scientific method is not
applicable. That method involves slow testing, frequent suspension of judgment, restricted
conclusions. The exigencies of everyday life, on the other hand, often make it necessary to
acton a hasty balancing of admittedly incomplete evidence, to take immediate action, and to
draw conclusions in advance of the evidence. It is also true that such action will always be
necessary, and necessary in respect of ever larger issues: and this in spite of the fact that
one of the most important trends of civilization is to remove sphere after sphere of life out of
the domain of such intuitive judgment into the domain of rigid calculation based on science. It
Is here that belief plays its most important role. When we cannot be certain, we must proceed
in part by faith—faith not only in the validity of our own capacity of making judgments, but
also in the existence of certain other realities, pre-eminently moral and spiritual realities. It
has’been said that faith consists in acting always on the nobler hypothesis; and though this

definition is a trifle rhetorical, it embodies a seed of real truth.
Questions:
a. Give the meaning of the underlined phrases as they are used in the passage?
b. What justification does the author claim for his belief in the scientific metth? B
C. Do you gather from the passage that conclusions reached by the scientific
method should be considered final? Give reasons for your answer?
d. In what circumstances, according to the author, is it necessary to abandon the
scientific method? o N
€. How does the basis of “intuitive judgment” differ from that of scientific decision?
|
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PRECIS
Central Superior Services Examination (CSS) 1973

PagSRBCs . o i
As a kind of foot-notc_l should comment that there are th.osc who doubt whether itis.
within the power of science to ensure over a prolonged period freedom from destitution
and famine for mankind. 'Ijhe argument -i1s the old one of Maithus that in the race
hetween increasing populgtlon and increasing production, population must eventually
winy Those of us who decline to accept this pessimistic view recognize the difficulty of
the practical problem of meeting the needs of an ever-expanding populatiory We have.
however, greater faith in human resourcefulness: We note that it is not only in the
technology of production and medicine that the present generation differs so greatly
from the one before/ A similar rapid change is likewise occurring the thinking of masses
“of people. This change is brought about partly by experience with technology by more
widespread education. Here lies a new realm in which dramatic advance is being made.
The hope for the longer future lies in a growing understanding of the conditions for the
good life of man in a world of science and technology, and the acceptance of a morality
that is consistent with these conditions: With the widespread thought now being given
to such problems by persons whose thinking is schooled to rely on reason and tested
fact. It is evident that advance from this angle will also appear. Youth may, for example,
consider the remarks as an effort to see in truer perspective the type of ideals that are
appropriate to the age of science. Many are thosc who are now sharing to this
exploration of human values. The great question is whether such understanding of
human goals and the corresponding development of morals can be achicved before the
forces seen by Malthus, and emphasized so forcefully by recent writers; overwhelm the
efforts of the pioncers in this new and critical field. [ do not believe that this is
inevitable, Jam confident of mari's ability to meet and solve this cthical problem that is
S0 vital to the success of his effort to achieve physical and spiritual freedom. [t is
fﬂ!({\’ani, that as I analyse the reasons for my faith in man's eventual ability to mect this
critical problem! 1 find that prominent in my mind is the confidence that God who made
Us holds for us an increasing density, to be achieved through our own efforts in the
YOlld setting (hat he supplies. This observation is significant in the present :‘»t’:ttiﬂ.s’.
a’;‘\l:;ise itis my strong imprcssi-m-l that most of lht?st‘_'\}'fl‘-o It::\ '?7_{7["" “7::22:?:::3;2 r;t::
N cunenl-hlccwxse have a religious basis for their taith. 1 —.:1.1;,_ u‘n?uj g s 'h‘ xe
Sequence is clear.)It means that it is men and women Ot.th,I_;IOJS faith on w 't{nl. y
ust pl‘imarily rely to work strongly toward achieving a x_a-.vourable world sc;!c:cte.: hy
-tax}s also that those of religious faith because of their faith have a better chance
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PRECIS
Central Supenor Serv1ces Examination (CSS) 197 2.

Passage. T ,} ‘

Up to a point the Second German War resembled the first. Each began w1th a German
bid for power which almost succeeded in spite of the opposition of France and Great
Britain. In each the United States came to the rescue-after year of neutrality. Each
ended. with a German defeat. But the differences were easier to see than the
resemblances.- The powers were differently grouped: Italy and Japan were on the
German side, Russia was neutral until the Germans attacked across what had been, to
begin with, Poland and Baltic States. The second war lasted even longer than the other.
It pressed harder on the civilian population. After a period of restraint, perhaps,
intended to conciliate American opinion,. both sides dropped bombs from the air,
without respect for the nature of the targets, wherever the officers concerned expected
to cause the greatest effect. In Great Britain 60, 000 civilians were killed. Though the
Island was not invaded, the population was more directly involved than it was in any
former war. Children and others were evacuated from towns into the country.” Food
supplies ran so short that, at the worst, even potatoes were rationed. Of all the states’
opposed to Germany, Great Britain was the only one which fought throughout the war/
The resources of the nation were concentrated in the war effort more completely than
those of any other nation on either side; Labour for women as well as men, became
compulsory. Nevertheless, once the war reached its full severity in the west, eight
months after it was declared, there was less disunion between classes and interests
than in any other five years within living memory. Fighting spread all over the world. ,
The Pacific was as vital a theatre as Europe. Scientists, especially Physicists, made’
revolutionary discoveries during the war, not only in the fields of weapons and defense :
against them, but in supply, transport, and control in action. Strange to say the fight-
services suffered fewer casualties than in 1914-18:300,000 of the armed forces and
35,000 of the navy were killed/ There was nothing like the trench warfare of former war,
though there was almost every other sort of warfare, from mechanized war of ‘»:
movement in the "North African desert to hand to hand Jjungle fighting in Burma. Both
sides experimented and built up stocks for gas warfare and biological warfare, but
ne1ther s1de used them. (George Clark: English History: a survey)
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