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Passage. S
Man is a pie-eminently an animal good at gadget. However, there i1s
doubting his good judgment in their utilization. Perhaps the ﬁr-s’l chemical process
which man employed for his own service was combustion. [First utilized to warm nakeq
and chilled bodies, it was then discovered to be effective for scaring off nocturnal bca'nstal
of prey and an admirable agent for the preparation and preservation of food. Much later
came the discovery that fire could be used in extracting and working metals and last 0[|
all that it could be employed to generate power. En ancient times man began to use fire
as a weapon, beginning with incendiary torches and arrow and proceedmg tﬂi
explosives, which have been developed principally for the destruction of human beings
and their works.

is reason for

In the control and utilization of gases, the achievements of our species have not been
commendable. One might begin with air, which man breathes in common with othi:ri
‘terrestrial vertebrates. He differs from other animals in that he seems incapable of
selecting the right kind of air for breathing. Man is forever doing things which foul th
air and poisoning himself by his own stupidity. He pens himself up in a limited air
space and suffocates, he manufactures noxious gases which accidentally arl
intentionally displace the air and remove him from the ranks of the living, he has bee
completely unable to filter the air of the disease germs, which he breathes to hiq
detriment, he and all his works are powerless to prevent a hurricane or to withstand it
force. Man has indeed been able to utilize the power of moving air currents to a limited
extent and to imitate the flight of birds, with the certainty of eventually breaking his
neck if he tries it; Man uses water much in the same way as other animals, ho has to-
drink it constantly, washes in it frequently, and drowns it occasionally — probabl
oftener than other terrestrial vertebrates. Without water, he dies as miserably as an
other beast and with too much of it, as in floods, he is equally unable to cope. However,
he excels other animals in that he has learned to utilize water power, But it is rathe
man's lack of judgment in the exercise of control of natural resources which woul-
disgust critics of higher intelligence, although it would not surprise the apes. M
observes that the wood of trees is serviceable for constructing habitation and otht
buildings. He straightaway and recklessly denudes the earth of forests. In so far as h
is able! He finds that the meat and skins of the bison are valuable and immediatel
goes to work to exterminate the bisony He allows his grazing animals to strip the t |
from the soil so that it is blown away and fertile places become deserts. He clears fo
cultivation and exhausts the rich land by stupid planting. He goes into wholesal
production of food, cereals, fruits and livestock and allows the fruits of his labour to rot
or to starve because he has not provided any adequate method of distributing them o
because no one can pay for them. He invents machines which do the work of man
men, and is perplexed by -the many men who are out of work. It would be hard tﬂ'{

convince judges of human conduct that man is not an economic fool.
I . L]
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Q3. Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow. Use |
own language: _ | - Use your\
In the height of the Enlightenment, men influenced by the new (20)|

lutions in history. These tw ;
era launched two of the largest revo , , O conflict |
continents, were both initially successful in forming new forms of go > ONn two separate,

: ) vern |
wwo conflicts, though merely a decade apart, had radically different conclun;iirr]]t- And vyet, thei
wars inspired by more or less the same ideals end up so completely different'>s' How do two,
American Revolution largely a success and the French Revolution |ar ' Why was the']

Historians have pointed to myriad reasons—far tog Varioug a“(saléure’?

Political theories of the.

y I
o ost frequently cited are worth mentioning. Fo . e listed here.
However, the M . - MONING. For one, the - |
was far removed trom the Old World; that is, since it was on g diﬁef\e??rica” Revolution:

Continent, othe

L aricno did not attempt to intert ith it H .
) t i

|
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Reading Comprehension 49

were immediate cries for war from neighboring nations. Early on, for instance, the ousted king
~attempted to flee to neighboring Austria and the army waiting there. The newly formed
French Republic also warred with Belgium, and a conflict with Britain loomed. Thus, the
French had the burden not only of winning a revolution but also defending it from outside.
The Americans simply had to win a revolution.

Secondly, the American Revolution seemed to have a better chance for success from
the get-go, due to the fact that Americans already saw themselves as something other than
British subjects. Thus, there was already a uniquely American character, so, there was not as
loud a cry to preserve the British way of life. In France, several thousands of people still
supported the king, largely because the king was seen as an essential part of French life.
And when the king was first ousted and then killed, some believed that character itself was

corrupted. Remember, the Americans did not oust a king or kill him—they merely separated
from him.

Finally, there is a general agreement that the French were not as unified as the
Americans, who, for the most part, put aside their political differences until after they had
already formed a new nation. The French, despite their Tennis Court Qath, could not do so.
Infighting led to inner turmoil, civil war, and eventually the Reign of Terror, in which political
dissidents were executed in large numbers. Additionally, the French people themselves were
not unified. The nation had so much stratification that it was impossible to unite all of them—
the workers, the peasants, the middle-class, the nobles, the clergy—into one cause And the
attempts to do so under a new religion, the Divine Cult of Reason. certainly did not help. The
Americans, remember, never attempted to change the society at large; rather, they merely
attempted to change the government.

Questions:-

1. Why and how did the Reign of Terror happen?

2. In what ways does the author suggest that the American Revolution was easier
to complete than the French Revolution?

3. Of the challenges mentioned facing the French revolutionaries, which do you
think had the greatest impact on their inability to complete a successful
revolution? Why?

4, Of the strengths mentioned aiding the American revolutionaries, which dolyou
think had the greatest impact on their ability to complete a successful revolution?

Why?
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