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Q3 Read the following text carefully and answer the questions below: (20)

txperience has quite definitely shown that some reasons for holding a belief are much more likely
to be justified by the event than others. It might naturally be supposed, for instance, that the best of

all reasons tor a belief was o strong conviction of certainty accompanying the belief Experience

howoever, shows that this is not so, and that as a matter of fact, conviction n by itself 1s more likely to
musleac thanites to guarantee truth. On the other hand, Luk m assurance and persistent hesitation
to come to any belief whatever are an equally poor puarantee that the few beliefs which are arrived
atare sound. Expenience also shows that assertion, however long continued, although it is R
unfortunately with many people an effective E-nouizh means of inducing belief, is notin any way a
ground tor holding it

The method which has proved effective, as a matter of actual fact, in providing a firm foundation for_
betet wherever it has been capable of application, is what is usually called the scientific mutimd |
tmly believe that the saenutic method, although slow and never claiming to r:.;mp‘vtr
truth s the only method which in the long run will give satusfnrlory foundations for beliefs. 1t
consists in demanding facts as the only basis for conclusnons and |rﬁ‘t(—)‘rgs—ténlly and continuously
testing any conclusions which may have been reached, ngmrm the test of new facts and, wherever
possible, by the crucial test uf_c_mcnmcm It consists also in‘full publlcnhon of thu evidence on
which conclusions are bawd, so that other workers may be assisted in new rcscnrch(‘rs, or cnabled
to develop their own interpretations and arnve at poss‘ibly very different conclusions.

There are, however all m!h t occasions on which the scrientific method s not applicable That
e —

Y
method involves slow testing,] lroquw\l SUSpPeNsIon ()IJlldl'rH\‘llf)' estncted u)mhmuns Ihe r

cxgenaes of everyday life, on the other hand, often make it necessary to act on a hasty balancing u'
—_—

admittedly incomplete evidence, to take immediate action, and to draw conclusions in advance ofv

the evidence. Itis also true lhat such action will always be ncccssary, and necessary in rcspvcl of

——— AL

of nigd mlcul.nm?(bnscu on science. Itis here that belief plays its mosl important role. When we
@L annot be cortamn, we must proceed in part by faith— -faith not only in the validity of our own

Cap. 1wty of making judgments, but also in the existence of certain other realitios, pre eninently

moral and spintual realities. 1t has been said that faith consists in .ulmr always on the nobler

hypothesis; and though this definitionis a trifle rhetorical, it embddios a wmﬁﬂ"c.n truth.

-
Answer bricfly in your own words the following questions:

1 Give the meaning of the underlined phrases as they are used in the passage. (04)
2 what rastification does the author clanm for his bebetin the saentfic method? (04)

1 Do you gatber from the passage that condlusions reached by the saeatitic method should be

constdered tinal 2 Give reasons for your answer {04}

A In what circumstances, according to the author, is it necessary to abandon the scentific methoa?
(09)

5 How does the basis of “intuitive judgment” differ from that of scientific deaision? (04)
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