l PASSAGE 2 I

Rural development lies at the heart of any meaningful
development strategy. This is the only mechanism to carry the
message to the majority of the people and to obtain their
involvement_in measures designed to improve productivity
levels. Rural population exceeds 70 percent of the total
population of the country, despite a rapid rate of urbanization.
Average rural income is 34 percent less than per capita urban
income. A large part of under employment is still concealed in
various rural activities particularly in the less developed parts of
the country. For centuries, the true magnitude of poverty has
been concealed from view by pushing a large part of it to the
rural areas. This set in motion a self-perpetuating mechanism fhe
more enterprising and talented in the rural society migrated to
the cities in search of dreams which were seldom realized. Such
migrants added to urban squalor. The relatively more
prosperous in the rural society opted for urban residence for
different reasons. The rural society itself has in this way
systematically been denuded to its more enterprising elements,
as rural areas developed the character of huge and sprawling
slum. Development in the past has tou—c_hEi/n_u;gLscene_main]y
via agricultural development programmes. These are essential
and would have to be intensified. Much more important is a
large scale rural water supply and village electrification as a part
of the change in the physical environment and primary
education and primary health care as the agents of social change.
The task is to provide modern amenities as an aid for bringing
into motion the internal dynamics of the rural society on the
patch leading to increase in productivity and self-help, changing
the overall surrounding, while preserving coherence, integrated
structure and the rich cultural heritage of the rural society.
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With the force of his craft and guns, this man of the modern
world gave birth to two cannibalistic philosophies, the cunning
capitalism and the callous communism. They joined hands to
block the evolution of man as a cultural entity, denuding him of
the feelings of love, sympathy and humanness. Technologically,
man is immensely powerful; culturally he is the creature of Stone
Age, as lustful as ever and equally ignorant of his destiny. The two
world wars and the resultant attitudes display harrowing distortion
of the purposes of life and power. In this agonizing situation, the
scientist is harnessing forces of nature, placing them at the feet of
his country’s leaders to be used against people in other parts of the
world. This state of his servility makes the functions of the scientist
appear merely to push humanity to a state of perpetual fear, and
lead man to the inevitable destruction as species, with his own
inventions and achievements.

This irrational situation raises many questions. They concern the
role of a scientist, the function of religion, the conduct of
politician who is directing the course of history, and the future
role of man as a species. There is an obvious mutilation of the
purpose of creation, and the relationship between Cosmos, Life,
and Man is hidden from eyes; they have not been viewed
collectively. (372 words)
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