A political community may be viewed as a group of people
living together under a common regime, with a. common set of
authorities to make important decisions for the group as a whole.
To the extent that the regime is legitimate, we would further
specify that the people have internalized a commion set of rules.
Given the predominately achievement-oriented norms which
seem to be a necessary concomitant of industrial society, these
rules must apply equally to the entire population or precisely
those criteria (e.g. language) which are basis for blocking
individual social mobility, can become the basis for cleavage
which threatens the disintegration of the political community.

Among post-tnbal multilingual populations where the masses
are illiterate, generally unaware of national events, and have low
expectations of social and- economic mobility, the problem is
largely irrelevant, even if such populations have a linguistically
distinct elite group. In contrast, when the general population of
a society is going through the early stages of social
mobilization, language group conflicts seem particularly likely
to occur; they may develop animosities, which take on a life of
their own and persist beyond the situation, which gave rise to

them. The degree to which this happens may be significantly
affected by the type of policy which the government adopts

during the transitional period.
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The likelihood that linguistic division will lead to political
conflict is particularly great when the language cleavages are
linked with the presence of a dominant group which blocks the
social mobility of members of a subordinate group, partly, at
least, on the basis of language factors. Where a dominant group
holds the positions of power at the head of the major
bureaucracies in a modern society, and gives preference in
recruitment to those who speak the dominant language, any
submerged group has the options of assimilation, non-mobility
or group resistance. If an individual is overwhelmed numerically
or psychologically by the dominant language, if his group is
proportionately too small to maintain a self-contained
community within the society, assimilation usually occurs. In
contrast, if one is part of a numerous or geographically
concentrated minority group, assimilation is more difficult and
1s more likely to seem unreasonable. If the group is numerous
and mobilized political resistance is likely.

Questions
(a) A political cornmuhity 1S identified as a group of people
who have three things in common: What are they? (2)
(b)) Why are the rules important? )
(¢) Give another word or paraphrase for: | (2)
(1) CleaVage; ' (ii) Disintegration.
(d) In the second paragraph the authors distinguished
between two types of society: What are they? (2)
() What problem is irrelevant to the first type? (2)
(f)  What is likely to happen to the second? (2)
(g9 When will language create political conflict? (2)
(h) Whatis assimilation and when does it occur? (2)
(i) When does gfoup resistance occur? (2)
(i) .Give the opposite of the term “"dominant group” used in the
text. (2)
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