| come now to the point of view of the parent. This differs according 1o the economic
status of the parent: the average wage-eamer has desires quite different from those of the
average professional man, The average wage-earner wishes 1o get his children to school as
soon as possible, so as to diminish bother at home; he also wishes to get them away as soon
as possible, 5o as to profit by their eamings. When recently the British Government decided
to cul down expenditure on education, it proposed that children should not go to school before
the age of six, and should not be obliged to stay after the age of thirteen. The former proposal
caused such a popular outery that it had to be dropped: the indignation of worried mothers
(recently enfranchised) was irresistible. The latter proposal, lowering the age for leaving
school, was not unpopular. Parliamentary candidates advocating better education would gel

unanimous applause from those who came to meetings, but would find, in canvassing, that

unpolitical wage-earners (who are the majority) want their children to be free to get paid work
as soon as possible, The exceptions are mainly those who hope that their children may rise in

the social scale through better education, Professional men have quite a different outlook.

Their own income depends upon the fact that they have had a better education than the
average, and they wish to hand on this advantage 10 their children. For this object they are
willing to make great sacrifices. But in our present competitive society, what will be desired
by the average parent is not an education which is good in itself, but an education which is
better than other people's. This may be facilitated by keeping down the general level, and
therefore we cannot expect a professional man to be enthusiastic aboun facilities for higher
education for the children of wage-eamners. If everybody who desired it could get a medical
education, however poor his parents might be, it is obvious that doctors would earn less then

they do, both from increased competition and from the improved health of the community,

The same thing applies to the law, the civil service, and so on. Thus the good things which

the professional man desires for his own children he will not desire for the bulk of the

population unless he has exceptional public spirit.
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