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Precis : Narrative Fnglish Précis and Compaosition C MO,

Précis 01 There was once a grocer who owned a handsome green parrol who sang sublimely and
spake most eloguently. The parrot was not only an ideal companion but also the perfect guard for the
gracer's shop. He kept watch all hours of the day and spoke amiably with the customers, enterlaining
them and thus increasing the grocer’s sales, One day when the grocer left the shop in the parrot’s care,
having gone home far lunch, a cat suddenly ran into the shop chasing a mause, frightening the bird. As
the parrot flew about in his effart to save himself, he knocked a few bottles of almond il off the shelves,
breaking them and covering himself and the shep floorin oil. Mot lang atterward, Lhe gracer returned
and found the place in disarray, the fleor slippery with ail and the parrat perching guiltily in a corngr. In
the wink of an eye, the grocer lost his temper and hit the hired on the head with all his might. The poor
hird, wha was already fzeling guilly and downtrodden about his clumsiness, could not bear the shame,
not to mention the pain from the blow, and he instantly shed all the feathers on his head. Saon after the
almond oil incident, the parrot completely stopped speaking and singing. The grocer realized how grave
his mistake had been in striking the bird; not only had 2 lost his jolly companion but he had also
curtailed his thriving business. Having no one but himself to blame, he now felt dumb-foundad that he
had singlehandedly threatened his very livelihood. ”Iwnsh I'd broken my hand!” he lamented. "How
cowled | have skruck my EWEEt -voiced bird Hke thal? Hnw could | have behaved 50 moﬂstmusly? “The
grocer hEga ntogive alms to each and every poor dervish who péswdmhv his shop, hoping thal by doing
ennd deeds he might be forgiven, and his bird might again start to exercise his mesmerizing voice. Aftar
three days and nights of remorse and suffering the parrot's silence, the grocer came into luck. A bald
derish walked into the shop, and instantly the parrot began to speak: “Did you spill bottles of almaond
oil, toc? “The handful of customers in the shop were amused and smiled at the parrot, who had
innocently thought that the bald man had suffercd the same fate as himselfl “Darling little parmt " zaid
one of the custamers caﬂpas¢|unately, “never equate one acticn with anather, One must never

campare unesel‘ to utherﬁ even though they may appear ta ar to bE the same on the_:mrfar,r truly nothing is
as it seems. 5 IIHUMI]

Précis 02 J'k p:—'-m'rpr of eminence was once resclved to finish a piece which should please the whaola

world. When, therefore, he had drawin a picture, in which his utmaost skill was exhausted, it was exposed
in the public market-place, with directions at the bottom for every spectatar ta mark with a brush,

which lay by, every limb and feature which seemed erronecus. The spectators came, and in generai
applauded; but sach, willing to show his talent at criticism, marked whatever he thought proper. At
evening, when the paimer came, he was mortified to lind Lhe whole picture ene universal blot-not'a
smgle stroke that was not stlgmatlzed with marks of disapprobation: not satisfied with this trial, the next
day he was resolved to try them in a different manner, and, expusing his picture as before, desired that
every spectator would mark those beauties he approved or admired. The peapls com plied; and the
artist returning, faund his picture replete with the marks of beauty: every stroke that had been =
yesterday condemned, now received the character of approbation. "Well," cries’ the painter, "l now find
that the hest way to ) please one half of the world is not to mind what the c other half 5ays; since what are
faults. in tI*e : eyes of these, shall be by those regarded as healties. " {(-.{JLD‘:MITH The Citizen of the
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