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(V) No truly global “world order” has ever existed. What passes for order in our time was devised in Western Europe
nearly four centuries ago at a peace conference in the German region of Westphalia, conducted without the involvement or
even the awareness of most other continents or civilizations. A century of sectarian conflict and political upheaval across
Central Europe had culminated in the Thirty Years’ War of 1618—48—a(conflagration in which political and religious
disputes commingled, combatants resorted to “total war’” against population centers, and nearly a quarter of the population
of Central Europe died from combat, disease, or starvation. The exhausted participants met to define a set of arrangements
that would stanch the bloodletting. Religious unity had fractured with the survival and spread of Protestantism; political
diversity was inherent in the number of autonomous political units that had fought to a draw. So it was that in Europe the
conditions of the contemporary world were approximated: a multiplicity of political units, none powerful enough to defeat

all others, many adhering to contradictory philosophies and internal practices, in search of neutral rules to regulate their
conduct and mitigate conflict.

The Westphalian peace reflected a practical accommodation to reality, not a unique moral insight. It relied on a system of
independent states refraining from interference in each other’s domestic affairs and checking each other’s ambitions
through a general equilibrium of power. No single claim to truth or universal rule had prevailed in Europe’s contests.

Instead, each state was assigned the attribute of sovereign power over its territory. Each would acknowledge the domestic
structures and religious vocations of its fellow states as realities and refrain from challcngmg their existence. With a
balance of power now perceived as natural and desirable, the ambitions of rulers would be set in counterpoise against each
other, at least in theory curtailing the scope of conflicts. Division and multiplicity, an accident of Europe’s history, became
the hallmarks of a new system of international order with its own distinct philosophical outlook. In this sense the European
effort to end its conflagration shaped and prefigured the modern sensibility: it reserved judgment on the absolute in favor of
the practical and ectimenical; it sought to distill order from multlphc:ty and restraint.

Questions: o. b

1. Suggest a suitable title for the paragraph.

2. What do you understand from the word “World Order”? i e L ¢ T
3. How has the existing world order emerged? =~ : ' ’”"” e g 4 '
4. What were the salient features of the westphalian peace? o n25% E" ar Jr e )
5. What is the hallmark of a new system of international order? P "2 i } \ R
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