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Nizr Hassan was born in 1960 and rabed in the villige of Mashhad, near Nasreth, where he has lived with hin
Family. He wndied anthropolegy ot Halls Universly and alier groduating worked i TV, Staming n 19K, he
trned o cinema. In 1994, he produced Independence, o which be pokes his Palestiodan mterlocuon about what
they thnk of the boame lumell noton of ther “ndependence”. They have stolen another people’s homelnd and
call the act "adependence™! Hassan dwels on that absurdity

As the world's anention was capured by the news of lymel plinnoing 10 “annex™ et a bl mewe of Palestine and
add o what they have aleady stolen, | recened an emmail from Nimr Hassan, the pre-cminenl Palestinian
documentary llmmaker. He wrote o me about hs lest Gbm, My Ceandlather s Paih, and nchided a ink w the
dwector's cut. It was a blessing They say choose your enemies carcfully for you would end up Bbee them The
saime goes for those opposing Zionkt settler colonklnts, I you are o icensed and angered by thelr dailly dose of
chprap, the vulgaray of thew armed robbery of Pakestine, you would soon become e them and [orgel yoursell
and what beautiful keas, deab, and aspirnions once anineited your highest dreams. Never Tall into thal trap. For
decades, aspects of Pokestnmn and workl cmcnm, ant, poelry, fcton, and drama have done for me precacly thai:
saved me from that rap They have constantly reminded me what all our poltics are about — & moment of poetic
salvation from @ all

Miwr Hassan's mew documentary s one such work -~ imoo moment of dejpection over [smel’s encrachment on
Pakestinan rights and the winkl's complhcily, & his pul Pilestine in perspective. The lilm & mercifully bong,
bepuiifully paced and patient, & masierfully crafied work of an - a8 Palestnan’s epe ode o hs homelind. A
showrter verion of My Grundfather's Path bas been broadeas on Al Jareera Arabic in three pans, bt @ mst be
soon i its eptiely, moone go. B oo pelgrioage  that must nof be micrmopled




