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history and apply those lessons for better future. Such people |,
have confidence in their future, and they approach the past with /
seriousness and ‘critical reverence. They study- the past | '
realistically, try to comprehend the values, aesthetics, and traits | "
which invested an earlier civilization its grandeur or caused it to .
decline. They preserve its remains, and enshrine relevant and |,
enriching images and events of the past in their memories both i
collectively and individually. They attempt to adopt the values .
and traits which led earlier people rise, and shun the reasons and i
mistakes that precipitated their downward journeys. In sharp i
contrast to them, people and governments with an unc.:ertgm -
sense of the future manifest deeply skewed and subjective |
relationships to their history. They eschew lived history, shut out it
its lessons, shun critical inquiries into the past, ngglect its
remains but, at the same time, inyen.t at their own imagined and I
utopian past-always shining, splenc_ild and glquous. %sl a mat;er ; !fxu
of fact, they are-never able to benefit from their past. They study |wou

history, but learn nothing from history. | ,\:irtu
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