SCO Conference in Islamabad and the Takeaways for Pakistan:
· SCO conference: Pakistan coming out of diplomatic isolation:
Pakistan conducted the foreign minister conference of OIC in 2022. In 2014, the foreign ministers of various countries participated in the ‘Heart of Asia conference’ – Afghanistan- in Islamabad. It was in the early 1970s that the heads of the states of the Muslim world participated in the OIC conference in Pakistan. It is for the first time that Pakistan held the core conference of SCO in Islamabad in which the Prime Ministers of majority of the SCO countries participated. Chinese and Russian PMs were of paramount importance. Moreover, the PM of Belarus – joined in 2024 – Kazakhastan, Uzbekistan, Azerbaijan, and others participated in the conference. It is after 1970 that Pakistan held a diplomatic gathering of the prominent leaders of the global south. 
· Peaceful conduit of SCO conference was a major success for Pakistan:
There has been an emerging perception regarding increasing security threats in Pakistan. The attacks on Chinese nationals in Karachi, Besham, Dasu, and Gawadar have been repeatedly quoted as events of security lapses of Pakistan discouraging world leaders not to participate in SCO conference. However, Islamabad conducted a peaceful conference of SCO that conveyed a strong message to the world that the security situation in Pakistan is not precarious, invalidating their claims.
· SCO conference and promotion of CPEC projects:
The platform of SCO was used for meetings with the Chinese leadership to promote stalled CPEC projects. The Chinese PM inaugurated Gawadar Airport. Bilateral MOUs – almost 29 - were signed between the two countries to speed up the process of materialization of ‘mainline 1’ project. Agreements regarding the investment in the earth metals primarily copper in Reko Diq, Balochistan and the copper mines in North Waziristan. Numerous agreements were signed in bilateral-agricultural collaboration to promote crop production, livestock, and fisheries in Pakistan. 
· SCO conference and the strategy of Pakistan to attract investment from the member countries: 
Other than China, Azerbaijan signed a series of MOUs with Pakistan – previously received JF-17 block 3 – in which it would purchase defense equipment in Pakistan primarily JF-17 thunder further batches. It also signed the agreements of investment in the agriculture and the mineral sectors of Pakistan. Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, and Russia also signed a range of agreements in the energy, agriculture, tourism, and other sectors of Pakistan; the most important agreement is ‘Tashkent-Peshawar Railway Track’, would be built on priority basis. 
· SCO conference and Islamabad aspirations of clubbing CPEC and North-South corridor Project of Russia in Pakistan:
The PM of Pakistan focused mainly on geo-economic opportunities that Islamabad could offer to the SCO member nations – 10 in total. Pakistan is the only country that connects CARs, Russia, Azerbaijan, and Iran - as well - with India through a shorter and faster route. The PM also suggested the Russian leadership to add up a new alignment to North-South corridor that would connect India with Central Asia through Pakistan. His speech was a clear message to the SCO member nations that Islamabad offered transit-trade facility to all the SCO member nations considering its geo-strategic proximity and advantage. 
· SCO conference: an opportunity for Pakistan and India to diffuse bilateral strife
Though the foreign minister of India in his media interaction mentioned that he was in Islamabad for SCO conference only. However, numerous developments occurred offering potential opportunities of convergence for both countries towards normalization of relations. For instance, the speech of Jaishankar was potentially milder in tone as compared to his speech in SCO conference GOA 2023 where he, outrightly, blamed Pakistan to support fighters in Kashmir. However, in this conference, he did not single out Pakistan rather focused on three key security elements of SCO: extremism, separatism, and terrorism. The same was the approach of the PM of Pakistan as he was not mainly focused on Kashmir but focused on the broader objectives of SCO to resolve bilateral disputes through negotiation. Furthermore, the ex-Prime Minister and the brother of the current PM had a long discussion with Indian journalists in which he stressed upon resuming path India trade.
· SCO conference and the issue of Afghan soil being used as a launching pad for terrorist attacks in Pakistan:
Tehreek – e – Taliban Pakistan and Islamic state of Khorasan province are mainly responsible for terrorist attacks across Pakistan in which they have targeted the security forces of Pakistan and Chinese personal as prime targets. The Pakistani PM in his speech at the SCO conference criticized the non-compliance of Afghan Taliban government to contain the repeated security threats posed at Islamabad. Some of the analysts like have praised the policies of Pakistan government as it would pressurize the Afghan-Taliban government to comply with a genuine demand of Pakistan to act against TTP while others are critical on the PM speech regarding Afghanistan. Almost all of the SCO countries are specially Russia, China and Iran are normalizing their relations with Afghan Taliban while Pakistan is intensifying its tensions with Afghanistan. It was better for Islamabad to deal the security issues with Afghanistan, bilaterally, and not using the SCO forum for increasing tensions with Kabul. 
 
