Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC)

1. Introduction and Background
The Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), established in 1969, is the second-largest intergovernmental organization after the UN, representing the collective interests of the Muslim world. It was founded in response to the arson attack on Al-Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem and seeks to promote Islamic solidarity, safeguard Muslim rights, and enhance cooperation in political, economic, social, cultural, and scientific fields.

2. Member States
The OIC comprises 57 member countries from across Asia, Africa, the Middle East, and Latin America, representing a population of nearly 1.9 billion Muslims.
· Headquarters: Jeddah, Saudi Arabia

3. Objectives and Functions
· Promote Islamic unity and solidarity
· Support the Palestinian cause and the protection of Al-Quds Al-Sharif (Jerusalem)
· Coordinate member states’ positions on global and Islamic issues
· Combat Islamophobia, discrimination, and promote interfaith dialogue
· Support cooperation in education, science, trade, economy, and humanitarian relief
· Defend Muslim minorities and vulnerable populations

4. Institutions and Specialized Bodies
· Islamic Development Bank (IsDB) – provides funding for development projects
· COMSTECH (hosted by Pakistan) – promotes scientific and technological cooperation
· ICESCO – focused on Islamic educational, cultural, and scientific advancement
· OIC Women’s Advisory Council, Youth Forum, Islamic Solidarity Fund, etc.

5. Recent Engagements and Developments
· 49th OIC Council of Foreign Ministers (March 2023 – Nouakchott, Mauritania):
· Strong statement on Palestine condemning Israeli actions in Gaza
· Commitments to fight Islamophobia at international forums
· Calls to expand intra-OIC trade and enhance science, tech, and education
· Appeals for humanitarian support to Afghanistan, Sudan, and Yemen
· Extraordinary Session on Afghanistan (Islamabad, December 2021):
· Hosted by Pakistan, marking a diplomatic milestone.
· OIC countries and donors pledged humanitarian support to prevent collapse in Afghanistan.
· Pakistan positioned itself as a regional stabilizer and humanitarian partner.

6. Pakistan’s Role and Engagement in the OIC
Pakistan considers the OIC as a vital multilateral platform for advancing its diplomatic, strategic, and humanitarian objectives in the Muslim world. Its involvement includes:
a.  Strategic Importance:
· Platform to raise the Kashmir issue and counter Indian narratives internationally
· Opportunity to shape consensus on Islamophobia, minority rights, and Muslim solidarity
· Forum to build alliances with Gulf, Central Asian, and African Muslim nations
· Venue for cooperation on education, science, disaster relief, and human rights
b. Institutional Leadership:
· Pakistan hosts COMSTECH, the OIC’s Standing Committee on Scientific and Technological Cooperation, based in Islamabad. It supports joint R&D, innovation, and capacity-building in Muslim countries.
· Pakistani diplomats have held leadership positions in OIC bodies and committees.
c. Key Engagements:
· 2022 Islamabad Summit: Pakistan hosted the 48th OIC Council of Foreign Ministers, attended by over 40 foreign ministers.
· Reaffirmed support for Kashmir, Palestine, and the fight against Islamophobia.
· Adopted the "Islamabad Declaration", calling for unity and economic cooperation.
· Global campaign on Islamophobia: Pakistan led OIC’s efforts at the UN, culminating in the designation of 15 March as the International Day to Combat Islamophobia.
d. Labour, Trade, and Diaspora Engagement:
· Pakistan seeks deeper economic integration through OIC trade and investment forums.
· The OIC Labour Ministers' meetings are attended regularly by Pakistan to promote labour migration, workers’ rights, and skill partnerships with Gulf and African member states.
· OIC is also viewed as a partner in supporting Pakistani diaspora in Muslim countries.

7. OIC’s Limitations and Failures (with Examples)
Despite its potential, the OIC has frequently been criticized for symbolic rhetoric and lack of concrete action, especially on high-profile Muslim issues. Key failures include:
a.  Kashmir Dispute:
· Although the OIC has consistently issued statements in support of Kashmiris’ right to self-determination, it has failed to influence India or take any substantive diplomatic or economic action.
· The absence of strong OIC action post-Article 370 abrogation in 2019 (when India revoked Kashmir’s special status) disappointed many in Pakistan.
· Powerful OIC members like UAE and Saudi Arabia have deepened ties with India, reducing diplomatic pressure.
b. Palestine Issue:
· Despite repeated resolutions, the OIC has not mobilized collective pressure to stop Israeli aggression in Gaza and the West Bank.
· OIC members have taken divergent stances, with some normalizing ties with Israel (e.g., UAE, Bahrain under the Abraham Accords), weakening a united response.
· The OIC’s Jerusalem Committee, tasked with defending Al-Quds, has had little impact beyond verbal condemnations.
c.  Rohingya, Uighurs, and Others:
· The OIC’s response to the persecution of Rohingya Muslims in Myanmar was slow and largely humanitarian, with little political pressure applied.
· On the issue of Uighur Muslims in China, the OIC has been largely silent, due to China’s close economic ties with many member states.
· Internal divisions and lack of political will often paralyze timely response to crises.


Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)

1. Introduction and Background
The Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) is a regional intergovernmental political and economic union, established on 25 May 1981 in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, by six Arab Gulf monarchies. The GCC was formed in response to shared security threats following the Iranian Revolution (1979) and the Iran-Iraq War, and also to promote economic cooperation, unity, and collective self-reliance among member states.
Over time, the GCC evolved into a comprehensive platform for economic integration, defense cooperation, energy coordination, and cultural unity among the Gulf Arab states.

2. Member States
The GCC has six member countries, all of which are oil-rich monarchies:
· Saudi Arabia
· United Arab Emirates (UAE)
· Kuwait
· Qatar
· Oman
· Bahrain
The GCC Secretariat is based in Riyadh, and the Supreme Council (Heads of State) is the highest decision-making body.

3. Objectives and Functions
The GCC aims to:
· Foster regional unity and cooperation across political, economic, social, and cultural fields
· Promote economic integration, including a common market, customs union, and eventually a monetary union
· Coordinate defense and internal security policies, including joint military training through the Peninsula Shield Force
· Harmonize laws in fields like trade, education, and health
· Address shared strategic concerns, particularly relating to Iran, Yemen, and energy security

4. Recent Engagements and Developments
a. 44th GCC Summit – Doha, Qatar (December 2023):
· Reaffirmed commitment to regional economic integration and infrastructure development
· Agreed to speed up the GCC railway project to connect member states
· Expressed strong support for Palestine amidst rising tensions in Gaza
· Emphasized economic diversification and Gulf Vision 2050 aligned with global green and digital transitions
· Engaged in joint meetings with ASEAN and China, showcasing a pivot toward Asia in trade partnerships
b. GCC–ASEAN Summit (2023):
· Focused on expanding economic corridors, investment in technology, climate cooperation, and food security
· Part of the GCC's broader strategy to diversify alliances beyond the West

5. Challenges Facing the GCC
Despite its progress, the GCC faces several internal and external challenges:
a. Internal Political Disputes
· The 2017–2021 Qatar diplomatic crisis exposed deep divisions, when Saudi Arabia, UAE, Bahrain, and Egypt cut ties with Qatar, accusing it of supporting terrorism.
· Though resolved through the Al-Ula Declaration (2021), underlying mistrust and rivalries still persist.
b. Lack of Full Economic Integration
· While the Customs Union and Common Market were launched, the monetary union and shared currency remain unrealized due to disagreements, especially between Saudi Arabia and the UAE over the location and control of the proposed central bank.
c.  Divergent Foreign Policies
· GCC countries sometimes pursue conflicting foreign policy agendas:
· UAE normalized ties with Israel (Abraham Accords), while others showed caution.
· Qatar’s support for Islamist movements often contrasts with the more conservative stance of others.
d. Security and Regional Tensions
· Constant security threats from Iran, drone attacks on oil infrastructure, and instability in Yemen test the GCC’s unity and defense capacity.
e.  Dependence on Oil and Gas
· Despite efforts to diversify under visions like Saudi Vision 2030 and UAE Vision 2050, economies remain highly dependent on hydrocarbon exports, making them vulnerable to global price shocks.

6. Pakistan’s Engagement with the GCC
a. Strategic Importance of GCC for Pakistan:
1. Labour Migration and Remittances:
· Over 4 million Pakistanis live and work in GCC countries, particularly in Saudi Arabia, UAE, Qatar, and Oman.
· GCC accounts for over 60% of Pakistan’s total remittances, making it vital to foreign exchange reserves and household income in Pakistan.
2. Energy Security:
· GCC countries, especially Saudi Arabia and Qatar, are major suppliers of crude oil and LNG to Pakistan.
· Energy cooperation agreements have ensured long-term fuel supply stability for Pakistan.
3. Trade and Investment:
· Pakistan’s exports to GCC countries include textiles, rice, meat, surgical goods, and IT services.
· Efforts are underway to improve Pakistani agricultural and Halal food exports to the Gulf.
4. Defense and Security Cooperation:
· Pakistan has provided military training to GCC forces and maintained defense pacts, particularly with Saudi Arabia.
· Pakistani military personnel have served in advisory roles in Saudi Arabia and participated in joint exercises with the UAE, Qatar, and Bahrain.
5. Diplomatic and Religious Ties:
· Strong Islamic identity, shared history, and pilgrimage (Hajj and Umrah) connections further solidify relations.
· GCC countries are seen as key diplomatic partners in OIC and global Muslim solidarity forums.

7. Recent Engagements Between Pakistan and GCC
1.  Pakistan–GCC Free Trade Agreement (FTA):
· In January 2024, Pakistan and the GCC concluded negotiations on an FTA, marking a historic step in economic relations.
· This will be the first FTA signed by GCC with any country, reflecting Pakistan’s growing regional significance.
· The FTA aims to boost bilateral trade, reduce tariffs, and enhance cooperation in sectors like:
· Agriculture and food
· Textiles and leather
· IT and digital services
· Logistics and manufacturing
******

