European Union
Note: Blueprint/framework for the Organization
Introduction
· An international organization comprising of 27 countries governing common economic, social, security policies.
· Primarily viewed as a regional organization being cohesive economically.

Origin (Historical Perspective)
· A series of treaties/ agreements lead to the creation of EU. It is significant to highlight such historical events to understand the “European UNION.”
1. Schuman Declaration (French Foreign Minister), 1950 also known as French-German (West Germany) Reconciliation. The European Governments decided that pooling coal and steel production would make war between historic rivals France and Germany, “not merely unthinkable, but materially impossible.” It aimed to boost the economy, and maintain peace.
2. European Coal and Steel Community (ECSC) in 1952. Created a free-trade area for several key economic and military resources: coal, coke, steel, scrap, and iron ore.
3. In 1957, the ECSC signed the Treaty of Rome, to further strengthen the development, and signed TWO treaties. European Economic Community (EEC) and European Atomic Energy Community (EURATOM). 
4. In 1965, Treaty of Brussels/ Merger Treaty was signed, it combined the “Executive Institutions” of ECSC, EC, and EURATOM to create a Single Commission (European Commission).
5. In 1992, Maastricht Treaty was signed, and European Union was formed.
· The gist of above events denotes how the Europe experienced unification of its members on political and economic lines. Hence, justifying the UNION. 

Organizational Structures (Main ones)
	1. European Council
2. European Commission
3. The Council
4. European Parliament
5. European Court of Justice
6. European General Court
7. European Central Bank

Integration of the EU
· It is important to study the economic and social integration of the EU. Vide these integrations, different initiatives taken by the members will be highlighted. 
	
Economic Integration:
· Single Market:
1. 04 Freedom of Movements: Goods, Services, Labor, Capital.
2. Elimination of Tariffs. Controlling Non-Tariff barriers (it’s a trade restriction, e.g., quotas, embargoes, sanctions, levies, etc.).
· Economic Monetary Unit (EMU):
1. Launched in 1992.
2. Aims: Coordination of economic policy-making between member states. Coordination of Fiscal Policies (limits of governments debt and deficit)
3. The Single currency and the Euro era (EURO ZONE).
· Customs Union
1. Handling the import, export and transit of goods and implement a common set of rules.
· European Central Bank: Rendering monetary policies (EURO)

Social Integration

· European Education Policy: Contribute to and prmote the European education policy and provide the European Citizens with a quality training and education. Comenius: Aimed at school education
· European Health Policy:
1. EU-wide laws and standads for health products and services (e.g. eHeatlh)
2. Promoting best health practices and management. 
· 2017, European Pillar of Social Rights:
1. 20 key principles and rights to support a renewed process of convergence towards better living and working conditions.






Challenges faced by the EU
	1. Economical Concerns:
· 2008-2009, Global Recession caused Euro-Debt Crisis in 2009.
· If challenged and survival of the Single Currency (PIIGS Nations).
· On the verge GREXIT, in 2015.
· BREIXT in 2016  Voluntary disintegration process voted (51.9% to 48.1%) by the people of the UK via 2016 referendum. 

2. Euroscepticism (Rise of Anti-EU or Eurosceptic Political Parties):
· It is a European Political Doctrine that advocates disintegration from EU.
· Eurosceptic are those parties which are  Populist, nationalist, antiestablishment.
· Summarized agendas of Eurosceptics:
· More political and institutional autonomy (Away from the EU, Brussels).
· More autonomy in own (national) economic policies.
· More control over borders (immigration policies)
3. Democracy and Rule-of-Law Concerns:
· Some states are adopting policies which are in conflict with EU’s values and democratic norms.
· Examples:
· Poland:
· Judicial and Media reforms (2015), by “Conservative-nationalist Law and Justice Party.” 
· Increased government control over courts and public broadcasters.
· Hungary:
· Centralized power around PM Office, by “Conservative-nationalist Fidesz Party.”
· Hungary argues that it to address corruption and mismanagement.
4. Migratory Pressure:
· Europe has experienced massive migration trends from conflict and poverty ridden areas such as Syria, Iraq, Afghanistan, Africa, South Asia, etc.
· Greece, Spain and Italy have been the arrival and transits points.
5. European Security Concerns:
· Countering Terrorism:
1. Concerned regarding the growing Islamic State terrorist Organizations.
2. November 2015 attacks in Paris + March, 2016 bombings in Brussels + Vienna Attack, 2020 (carried out by European citizens trained with Islamic State Syria and Iraq).
3. [bookmark: _GoBack]Illegal Immigrants and Asylum Seekers: They have also repeatedly carried out attacks.




