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Introduction to Islam

* Concept of Islam.

* Importance of Din in Human Life.

» Difference between Din and Religion.

* Distinctive Aspects of Islam.

* Islamic Beliefs & its Impact on Individual & Society and the Fundamental of Islam

* [slamic Worships: Spiritual, Moral and Social Impact.

I. Concept of Islam

1.

Define Islam in its literal and technical sense. How does Islam present a comprehensive
concept of life rather than a narrow view of religion?

“Islam aims at establishing peace through submission to Allah.” Discuss this statement in
the light of Qur’an and Sunnah.

Analyze the concept of Islam as a complete code of life, explaining its application in
spiritual, moral, and socio-political spheres.

Critically examine the Islamic worldview (Tasawwur-e-Islam) and its implications for
human conduct and civilization.

Compare the Islamic concept of life with secular or materialistic ideologies of the modern
world.

I1. Importance of Din in Human Life

1.

Define Din and discuss its importance in shaping the moral, spiritual, and social life of
human beings.

“Without Din, human life becomes directionless and chaotic.” Explain this statement in
light of Islamic teachings.

Analyze how Din provides purpose and meaning to human life in the modern age of
materialism.

Explain the role of Din in the evolution of human civilization. Support your answer with
examples from Islamic history.

Evaluate the importance of Din in the development of a balanced human personality and
a just social order.
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III. Difference between Din and Religion

1.
2.

Define Din and Religion. How does Islam differ from the Western concept of religion?

“Islam is Din, not merely a religion.” Explain this statement with reference to the
comprehensive nature of Islam.

Discuss the difference between the Qur’anic concept of Din and the modern secular
understanding of religion.

Compare the objectives, scope, and functions of Din and Religion, highlighting their
impact on individual and society.

Critically analyze how the misinterpretation of Islam as a religion (rather than Din) has
led to the decline of Muslim societies.

IV. Distinctive Aspects of Islam

1.

Enumerate and explain the distinctive features of Islam that differentiate it from other
systems of belief and thought.

“The distinctive aspect of Islam lies in its balance between spiritual and temporal life.”
Discuss.

Analyze the universal, rational, and dynamic nature of Islam as a distinguishing feature
among world religions.

Explain how the concepts of Tawheed, Risalah, and Akhirah make Islam a unique and
comprehensive system.

Discuss the distinctive moral, legal, and social aspects of Islam that contribute to human
welfare and global peace.

V. Islamic Beliefs and Their Impact on Individual & Society

1.

Explain the fundamental beliefs of Islam and discuss their influence on shaping an ideal
individual and society.

How do Islamic beliefs in Tawheed, Risalah, and Akhirah transform the moral character
and behavior of believers?

Discuss the role of Islamic beliefs in promoting unity, social justice, and peace in society.
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Evaluate the impact of Islamic faith on the political, economic, and cultural development
of Muslim civilizations.

“Belief in accountability creates moral responsibility.” Explain this statement in the light
of Islamic faith.

VI. Fundamentals of Islam

1.

Enumerate the Five Pillars of Islam and explain how they serve as the foundation of an
Islamic way of life.

How do the fundamentals of Islam reflect the practical implementation of Islamic beliefs?

Discuss the interrelation between Iman (faith), Islam (practice), and Ihsan (excellence) in
the formation of a Muslim’s personality.

Explain how the fundamentals of Islam ensure social equality, moral purity, and spiritual
development.

Analyze the role of the Five Pillars in establishing social solidarity and universal
brotherhood among Muslims.

VII. Islamic Worships (‘Ibadat): Spiritual, Moral, and Social Impact

1.

Explain the concept of ‘Ibadah (worship) in Islam and its spiritual, moral, and social
dimensions.

Discuss how Salah, Sawm, Zakat, and Hajj collectively develop individual discipline and
social harmony.

Analyze the social philosophy of Islamic worship in promoting equality, fraternity, and
justice.

“Worship in Islam is a means of moral purification and social reform.” Elaborate.

Examine the impact of Islamic worship on personality development, community welfare,
and global peace.

VIII. Integrated & Analytical Questions (Cross-Topic CSS Style)

1.

Discuss the concept of Din in Islam and explain how it integrates belief, worship, and
social conduct into a unified whole.
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Compare the Islamic and Western conceptions of religion, focusing on their respective
impacts on human behavior and civilization.

“Islamic beliefs and worships aim at establishing peace within man and in society.”
Discuss with relevant examples.

Analyze how the fundamentals of Islam and its concept of Din serve as the foundation for
an ethical and just world order.

“The distinctive aspects of Islam make it a universal, rational, and progressive Din.”
Examine critically.

To maximize marks (15-20/20) in answers to these questions:

Begin with a clear definition and Qur’anic verse
Use 2-3 Qur’anic verses + 1 Hadith for support

Present the answer in headings and subheadings
Add a contemporary relevance paragraph

End with a concluding insight or reflection

Q: “Islam is DIn, not merely a religion.” Explain the concept of Din, its importance in
human life, and clearly distinguish between Din and Religion. (20 Marks)

1. Introduction

Islam presents itself not as a confined religious experience limited to rituals and personal belief,
but as Din—a complete, comprehensive, and divinely ordained system governing all aspects of
human life. Unlike the modern concept of religion, which is often restricted to spiritual or private
matters, Islamic Din provides guidance for beliefs, worship, morality, law, politics, economics,

and social relations.

The Qur’an categorically states:

“Indeed, the Din in the sight of Allah is Islam.”
(Al- Imran: 19)

This verse establishes Islam as a total way of life rather than a mere religious identity.
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2. Meaning and Concept of Din
a) Linguistic Meaning
The word Din in Arabic conveys meanings such as:
e Obedience
e Submission
e Law
e Accountability
e Way of life
b) Technical Meaning
In Islamic terminology, Din refers to:
A complete system of life revealed by Allah that regulates human beliefs, actions, morals, social
conduct, and collective affairs under divine guidance.
The Qur’an affirms the completeness of this system:
“This day I have perfected for you your Din and completed My favor upon you.”
(Al-Ma’idah: 3)
Thus, Din encompasses both individual and collective dimensions of life.

3. Importance of Din in Human Life
a) Provides Purpose and Direction
Din answers fundamental questions of human existence:
e Why am I here?
e What is right and wrong?
e What is the ultimate destiny of life?
Without Din, human life becomes directionless, dominated by desires and materialism.
b) Moral and Ethical Guidance
Din develops a strong moral framework based on accountability to Allah and the Hereafter,
ensuring honesty, justice, and responsibility.
“Whoever does an atom’s weight of good shall see it.”
(Az-Zalzalah: 7)
¢) Social Order and Justice

Din establishes social harmony through:
o Justice (‘AdI)
o Equality
e Rights and duties
o Welfare of the weak

It eliminates exploitation and oppression by binding human authority to divine law.
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d) Balance Between Dunya and Akhirah

Islamic Din integrates spiritual growth with worldly progress, rejecting both extreme materialism
and monasticism.

The Prophet # said:

“Your Lord has a right over you, your self has a right over you, and your family has a right over

2

you.
(Bukhari)

4. Concept of Religion (Modern Sense)
In the modern Western understanding:
o Religion is a personal belief system
e Itis confined to worship and private morality
e Itis separated from politics, economics, and law
o Public life is governed by secular principles

This separation emerged after historical conflicts between the Church and the state in Europe.

5. Difference between Din and Religion

Aspect Din (Islamic Concept) Religion (Modern Concept)
Scope Comprehensive system of life|Limited to rituals and belief]
Authority Divine sovereignty (Allah) ||Human or institutional
Sphere Personal + social + political |Mostly private

Law Shari‘ah governs all affairs |Secular law
Accountability|Hereafter-based Worldly only

Objective Success in Dunya & Akhirah ||Spiritual satisfaction

Thus, Islam rejects the division between sacred and secular, making Din a holistic
framework.
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6. Why Islam is Din and Not Mere Religion
a) Comprehensive Legislation
Islam provides laws for:
e Family
e Economy
e Governance
e Criminal justice
o International relations
b) Collective Responsibility
Islam addresses society as a whole, not just individuals:
“You are the best nation raised for mankind: you enjoin good and forbid evil.”
(Al- Imran: 110)
¢) Accountability and Governance
Islam establishes accountability not only to the state but to Allah, ensuring ethical
leadership and justice.

7. Contemporary Relevance
In the modern world marked by:
e Moral decay
e Economic injustice
o Identity crises
e Spiritual emptiness
The Islamic concept of Din offers a balanced, ethical, and sustainable model of life that
harmonizes faith, reason, morality, and progress.

8. Conclusion

Islam as Din is a complete, universal, and timeless system designed to guide humanity in
every sphere of life. Reducing Islam to a mere religion strips it of its transformative power
and civilizational role. True understanding and implementation of Din alone can ensure
justice, peace, dignity, and holistic human development.

“And whoever seeks a Din other than Islam, it will never be accepted from him.”
(Al- Imran: 85)

Element Marks
Relevant Qur’anic & Hadith references +4
Conceptual clarity of Islam as system +4

Logical structure (Intro — Body — Conclusion) +3

Contemporary application +3
Language and coherence +3
Analytical depth +3
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