Saudi Arabia-Iran Conflict: Saudi Arabia-Iran conflict is primarily sectarian in nature. Saudi Arabia is pre-dominantly Sunni country with shia minority however Iran is Shia dominantly country with sunni minority. In Saudi Arabia clergy has dominant role in the politics. The king family control the politics and decision-making while maulana Abdul Wahab control the religious affair of the state. Both these legacies co-exist in Saudi Arabia and Saud legacy always accommodated the Wahab legacy by accommodating their religious role or spiritual role. Wahab and his followers, this phenomenon got strong after 1979. Afghan Jihad initiated in Afghanistan and Saudi Arabia started exporting Wahabi Islam across the Middle East, Afghanistan & Pakistan.
On the other hand, promoted Shia Islam. In 1979, revolution occurred in Iran that resulted the end of the Kingship of Reza Shah Pehlavi. The government of revolutionaries was established and Tehran started supporting revolutionary tendencies across Middle East. Secondly, the establishment of Supreme Ideological Council resulted in the overwhelming role of clergy in the Iranian political process. Tehran started promoting Shia Islam by influencing the Shia population across the Middle East & Pakistan. 
The key rivalry between Saudi Arabia & Iran is geo-political in nature. Saudi Arabia Status quo power means dominant power in the Persian Gulf. Saudi Arabia, UAE, Qatar, Kuwait, Bahrain, Oman, Iraq & Iran. While Iran is the revivalist power. There has been increasing penetration in Iraq, Syria, Yemen Lebanon & Bahrain. This increasing role of Iran has not been acceptable to Saudi Arabia. 
Iraq: In 2003, US militarily intervened in Iraq that resulted the end of the Sadam Hussain government who was outrightly against Iran and fought decade long war. And for the first time Shia dominant government came to power under Nur-ul-Malik. As Iraq is a Shia dominant country after long time comparatively fair elections occurred, it resulted in the establishment of Shia dominant government. Automatically Iran became beneficiary, Baghdad the capital of Iraq became Tehran friendly. Furthermore, the rise of Mehdi militia, it is a Shia militant group in Iraq which is believed to be proxy of Iran. Furthermore, Iraq is the only Arab country have direct boundaries with Iran and Iran has territorial access to the Middle East. Iran’s growing presence in Iraq has been a potential threat for the Saudi Arabia as Iraq is the immediate neighbor of the Saudi Arabia. Resultantly, Saudia Arabia started supporting Al-Nusra in Iraq. It is a Sunni militant group that detached itself with the Al-Qaeeda. And declared itself a political armed group having that announced fighting against Mehdi militia and government of Iraq.
Syria: Syria is a Sunni dominant country but with a Shia ruler Bashar-al-Asad who is the ally of the Iran. Iran supports Bashar-al-Asad with weapons and finance more importantly Iran has sent its revolutionary guards to fight in Syria on the side of Asad’s government against the Sunni Rebels. On the other hand, Saudi Arabia and other GCC countries have been supporting Free Syrian Army (FSA) and Al-Nusra Rebels with weapons and finance. Saudi Arabia wants the end of Bashar-al-Asad’s regime and wants elections that would result in the Sunni dominant government while Iran wants Asad to continue into the power. Iran wants to maintain its stronger presence in Syria on one hand and wants to enjoy the continuous and un-interrupted supplies made by Tehran to Hezbollah in Lebanon. Saudi Arabia wants exactly the opposite.  To end the Tehran’s influence and to increase its influence. It does not want supplies of Iran to Hezbollah in Lebanon and this could only happen if Asad steps down and Sunni dominant government comes into the power. Resultantly, both the countries have continued supporting sectarian proxies in Syria. 
Lebanon: In Lebanon the government has always been supported by Saudi Arabia. While Iran supports Hezbollah a Non-state actors. Lebanon is a Sunni dominant (65%) and Shia about 25% of the total population and Christens are in sizeable minority. In Lebanon, there is a parliamentary form of government where the Prime minister is always Sunni, the President would be Christen and the Speaker of the Parliament would be Shia. Now, this governmental structure has the strong support of GCC & Saudi Arabia. On the other hand, Iran tries to increase its influence in Iran primarily with the help of Hezbollah. It is a non-state actor and the proxy of Iran that plays a Jihadist role against Israel, fights on sectarian grounds in Syria against the Sunni Rebels. It also has a political wing; majority of the Shia candidates win elections in Lebanon having the support of Hezbollah. This organization has become so powerful that the state of Lebanon does not have potential to fight against it. The strength and weakness of this organization is overwhelmingly dependent on the supply-line through Syria. Iran-Iraq-Syria-Lebanon.
Yemen: Yemen has been facing Civil War since 2014 where Iran supports the Houthi Rebels who are Shia while Saudi Arabia supports the government of Mansur Hadi who is Sunni. Iran has been the major supplier of weapon to Houthi’s the funds being facilitated by Iran too. It has declared them freedom fighters on the other hand Saudi Arabia & other GCC countries declared them as terrorist. Saudi Arabia has been providing aerial support to the government of Mansur Hadi against the Houthi Rebels. It has been providing weapons and finance to the governmental forces in Yemen. It has given hired war mercenaries from Sudan called Rapid Support Force (RSF) to fight against Houthis. This sectarian war has geo-political reasons. Saudi Arabia cannot afford the rising presence of Iran in Yemen because it would influence the Shia population of Saudi Arabia from Yemen. Secondly, Iran-backed Houthi Rebel become the potential security threat for Saudi Arabia as they are involved in militant attacks across the country moreover, more than 70% of Saudia Arabia’s trade from the strait of Aden the more the presence of Iran in Yemen, the more the threat to Saudi Arabian trade. 
Rise of Sectarian cause Hate Literature in Pakistan, some of the Madrassa promoted Sunni Islam, some of the Imam Bargahs supported Shia Islam. Sunni groups-- Lashkar e Jhangvi, Sepa e Sahaba….. Shia Militant groups- Sepaha e Muhammad                
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Saudi Arabia-Iran Deal 2023 Brokered by China: In 2016, Saudi Arabia and other GCC countries cut off their diplomatic relations with Iran. Resultantly, Iran also retaliated by pulling out the ambassadorial crew of Saudi Arabia and Other GCC countries from Tehran. All this was triggered the hanging of a Shia Cleric by Saudi Arabia. That resulted in protest in Iran and the protesters put the Saudi Arabian Embassy on fire. Riyadh called off its staff from Iran and asked Iranian diplomats to leave the country, later on, this diplomatic fight expanded to the whole of GCC. As all these GCC countries severed diplomatic relations with Iran and in return, Iran did the same. In the past multiple efforts made by the Pakistan and Iraq to end this diplomatic stalemate. But it was primarily China that succeeded to revive the diplomatic relations of Iran and Saudi Arabia.
· Both the counties announced to reopen their embassies in the each other’s capital and resumed full-fledge diplomatic missions.
· The Iranian president invited King Salman to visit Tehran and Muhammad Bin Salman invited Iranian president to visit Riyadh. Both leaders accepted each other’s invitation.
· Both countries decided to establish hot-lines in order to ensure the leadership of two countries could talk to each other and help in defusing tension with each other.
· Both the countries also removed the restrictions on Visa on each other’s citizens. This would help the Iranians to perform Hajj in Makkah & Medina. On the other hand, the Saudi Arabian pilgrimage would allow to visit Ziarat across Iran.  This is a good initiative to increase people-to-people contact.
· Both the countries also announced to resume and increase their trade relations with each other.
Implications of the deal on the conflicts in the Middle East
Conflict in Syria:
1. The Civil war in Syria between the Sunni Rebels and Bashar-Al-Asad government halted. The more the collaboration between the countries the more, the chances of the de-escalation of the civil war in Syria
Saudi Arabia has been supporting the Sunni Rebels called FSA and Al-Nusra while Iran supports Bashar-Al-Asad government. This fight has been primarily on sectarian lines and served the geo-political interests of both Saudi Arabia and Iran.
2. Negotiations between the two countries would help in defusing tension in Syria as the Sunni Rebels declared the ceasefire till April 2024 on other hand, Bashar-Al-Asad government also announced the ceasefire. Secondly, Bashar-Al-Asad was invited to participate in the Arab League Conference for the first time since 2011. Thirdly, both the countries have announced support for the peace process in Syria. It means, in other words, that they would not provide the defense and financial support to their respective proxies rather they would exercise their due pressure on their proxies to stop fighting and come to the dialogue table for the meaningful solution for the conflict in Syria.
Conflict in Yemen:
1. Civil War between Iran-supported Houthi Rebels and Saudi Arabia supported Hadi government.
The support being provided by the two countries was not only financial but also the provision of weapons to the un respected proxy groups.
2. Saudi Arabia-Iran deal would help in defusing the civil war in Yemen. The government of Mr. Hadi and the Houthi Rebels declared ceasefire against each other. Furthermore, Saudi Arabia and Iran announced to end the war and promote peace process in Yemen that would mean both the countries would not provide the support to their respective proxies in Yemen. Tehran and Riyadh would use their due pressure on their respective groups to sit on the dialogue table and come out with the workable solution.
Saudi Arabia-Iran deal and its Implications on the foreign policy of Israel:
The Salient features of the Israeli Foreign Policy towards Iran & Middle East:
1. Iran is becoming a nuclear power. It would be a threat for Israel and GCC countries. The Uranium enrichment capacity of Iran has reached more than 80%. The used uranium has a fissile material. It must be enriched after 90% and Iran acquires this capacity, it would endanger the whole region therefore, the nuclear reactors of Iran should be dismantled either through using the pressure of sanctions or through surgical strikes.
2. Iran is a common threat for GCC on one hand and for Israel on the other hand, as it supports the proxies in the Middle East through Hezbollah in Lebanon, Houthi Rebels in Yemen, Mehdi Militia in Iraq, etc., are being supported by Iran. These groups are responsible for the Civil War in the Middle East. They are responsible for the Security threats for the Saudi Arabia, UAE and Israel.
3. Therefore, there is a need of alliance between Arab World and Israel to contain Iran. In the year 2020, five leading Arab Nations “UAE, Oman, Bahrain, Morrocco and Sudan” entered into Abraham deal with Israel. All these nations recognized Israel as a sovereign state. Economic and Defense relations also initiated between Arab Nations and Israel.
Saudi Arabia-Iran deal is a potential Set back for the Israel’s foreign Policy:
1. Israel always wanted the isolation of Iran. Saudi Arabia has decided to establish relations with Iran this would help Iran to come out of the Isolation because Saudi Arabia is a very important Middle Eastern country.
2. This would help other GCC countries to establish their relations with the Iran. The more working relations between Iran and Arab World, the more the set backs to the Israel foreign policy to isolate Iran.
3. Iran and Saudi Arabia decided to play a role to defusing tension in the Middle East. The more the cooperation between the two countries, the more the decline in the conflict in the Middle East, the more the setbacks to the Israel.
Implications on Pakistan
Iran- KSA normalization of relation would result defusing sectarian tension in Pak
Pak foreign policy unavoidable confusion enhancing relations with KSA always antagonized Tehran
 In the recent years when Pak started normalizing relations with Iran antagonized KSA Absolute neutrality has not been possible pak
 Pak has to hv a tilt towards KSA led Arab world but this deal has provided pak with an opportunity to bring an increasing balance in its relations with KSA and Iran
Pak already declared KSA an official partner of CPEC now pak  would get the chance make Iran a partner too

Implications on Global Power Politics
China penetraion into ME
1. China has become the largest importer of hydrocarbons from ME
2. China has become the largest exporter of consumer goods in ME
3. China has become the largest investor in transport specially in Bullet train, Clean energy esp Solar system 
4. [bookmark: _GoBack]Diplomatic entry of china into the middle east traditionally US played the role of mediator in regional and bilateral conflict in the case of KSA iran it did not suit US to play a role of mediator to defuse the tension between KSA and Iran. Isolation of iran has been     imposing sanctions on iran has been one of the top priorty of US and providing weapons to Israel on one hand and Arab world on the other. Iran KSA conflict best suited USA just like Israel.
 On the other hand, china has long term geo economic interest in both the countries. Peaceful and working relations between the two countries best serne interest of china. Therefore, China played a key role in bringing the two countries on the dialogue table. KSA Iran deal brokered by china provided Beijing with an opportunity to play a role of mediator in regional and bilateral conflicts


