Sovereignty

"Whoever has the power of the sword bears rule."- (e soden)




Defining Sovercignty
* Classical Approach
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Defining Sovereignty

* As External Sovereignty
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* ‘State's indepenaence on the global stage’

(Krasner, Stephen D. 1999. Sovereignty:

An Illusion of Decline?)

* Highlights a state's independence on the global stage. It encompasses the
I‘ig]li to engage 11 diplmnm'}; treaties, and 1ts own lhnu‘ign Imlit*}; [ree from

F:‘CT[‘I’IIH] COCLCI01].




Sovereignty: lracing the Roots

* Historical Context

The concept of sovereignty has its roots in ancient civilizations like
Greece and Rome, where ideas of self-governance and supreme
authority emerged. However, the modern understanding of
sovereignty is primarily attributed to the Peace of Westphalia (1648)
which formally E‘lldf‘(‘? the Thirty Years' War in I“Aliﬂp-‘f‘ This treaty
established the principle of  Westphalian sovereignty, which
1t:*4;-:3g111.«:t:d uld-:,pmldc'ut states as the primnary actors i international

relations, each with exclusive authority within its territorial borders and
freedom from external interterence




Evolution of Sovereignty

Absolute Sovereignty

* Ulumate source of power: Resides entrely with the ruler or a small,
specific group (e.g., monarchy, dictatorshup)

* Government legitimacy: Not dependent on the consent of the people,
denved from divine night, tradition, or torce

* Government power: Unlimuted and not subject to the will ot the people

* Examples: Authoritarian Regimes(Clhuna, N. Korea, Russia) &
Consututional Monarchies (UK, Japan, Spain)




Evolution of Sovereignty

Popular Sovereignty

* Ulumate source of power: People (atizens)

* Government legitimacy: Derived from the consent of the governed

* Government power: [imited and 5ubjt't:l to the will of the Pt‘uple

* Examples: Elections: Regularly held elections (India, United States, South
Atrica)Constitutions: Constitutions that guarantee fundamental nghts and
freedoms (e.g., Brazil, Germany, Japan).Civil Society Participation: Active
and vibrant civil society promoting transparency, and holding governments

accountable to the people (South Korea, Poland, Hungary).




Sovereignty & Pakistan

Constitution of 1973(Preamble)

"Whereas sovereignty over the entire Universe belongs to Almighty Allah alone, and the

aunthoriy whech He has delegated fo the State of Fakistan, throngh its people jor betng
exercised within the limils prescribed by Him is a sacred trust; And whereas it is the will of
the people of Pakistan to establish an order;™

* Ultimate Sovereignty with God: It acknowledges the ultimate authority resides with God.

* Delegated Authority to the People: However, God has delegated some of this authority
to the people of Pakistan.

* State as Instrument: The state serves as the instrument thrc:ugh which the pEDplE exercise
their delegated authority.

* Limited Exercise: This authority is not absolute but exercised "within the limits prescribed
by Him." (refers to Islamic principles).




UN & Sovereignty

Balancing International Cooperation & Sovercignty E

The United Nations takes a nuanced stance on sovereignty, acknowledging its importance while F

challenges. Here's a breakdown of the UN's position.

* Article 2(1): The UN Charter states that "the Organization is based on the principle of

the snvereign equality of all its Members." This principlc cmphaﬁizcs the cqual rigl‘lfﬁ and
legal status of all member states, regardless of their size or power.

* Article 2(4): The Charter also prohibits the threat or use of force in international
relations, upholding the territorial integrity and political independence of states. This
provision reaffirms the principle of non-interference in internal affairs, a key component of




Challenges To Sovereignty

1.Globalization: Econd¢mic interdependence blurs traditional lines. While states retain

sovereignty, international trade agreements and the influence of multinational corporations

. . ] I . | policies (McG

Anthony. 2009. The Globalization of Politics].)

- Trade Agreements: The North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), and its
successor, the United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA), limit the ability of
member countries to set certain economic policies like tariffs and subsidies, impacting

internal control over their economies.

- Multinational Corporations (MNCs): Companies like Apple and Amazon hold massive
economic power, sometimes exceeding the GDP of smaller nations expand more This can

create situations where MNCs have more leverage to influence a state's po]icies or even

challenge regulations deemed unfavourable. - | .y



Challenges To Sovereignty

3. International Organizations: Organizations like the UN, WT'O, FATF or IMF hold
influence. While promoting cooperation and global progress, they can sometimes impose obligations

on states, raising concerns about compromised sovereignty ([Weiss, Thomas G. 2014. International
Fawand World Order@.

International Monetary Fund:

* Loan Conditionalities: The IMF often attaches conditions to its loans, such as
1mplementmg speuﬂc economic reforms (e. 2, pending cuts pl‘_'iT"I.ﬂZc'l.ﬂ.Dll) or adnpting
certain financial pohcu:f, This can be seen as an mfrmgt,mcnr on a state's internal

qnvermqnn as rhcv are rcqmt‘cd to 1mp1cmcm pnllcmq rhcv mighf not have chosen
themselves in emhdnge for [inancial assistance.

* Structural Adjustment Programs (SAPs): These programs, historically promoted by the
IMEF, aimed to address economic imbalances in developing countries by implementing
reforms like currency devaluation and trade liberalization. However, critics argue that these
programs often prioritized the needs of international creditors over the well-being of

citizens, impacting domestic economic policies and social welfare.
. ]
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Challenges To Sovereignty

4. Non-State Actors: Powerful terrorist organizations, multinational corporations, or even

large NCGOs can operate
The Tslamic State of Traq and Syria (IST8): U'his rerrorist « rization carved our a

”L‘:lli]:;.ﬁlll:‘l. Across parts of Hyria and |r:u.]_\ L|'_;'.|.c:|'.i'_rir_g the sovereignty of both nations within
their own territories and posing a global secority threat.

Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs): While many NGOk play

4 [?c:kil':\c: role,

sonmwe are accusad of baving undue inlluence on nalional policies, potentially undermining

the alnlity of stales 1o rovern aulonomously,
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