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Political	Philosophy

• Political	philosophy is	the	study	of	fundamental	questions	
about	the state, government, politics, liberty, justice and	
the	enforcement	of	a legal	code by authority.	It	
is Ethicsapplied to	a group of	people,	and	discusses	how	
a society should	be	set	up	and	how	one	should act within	a	
society.

https://www.philosophybasics.com/branch_ethics.html


Two	parts

• Western	Political	Philosophy
• Islamic	Political	Philosophy



Western	Political	Philosophy

• Plato
• Aristotle
• Machiavelli
• Montesquieu
• Hobbes
• Locke
• Rousseau
• Bentham



• J.S	Mill
• Hegel
• Marx
• Lenin
• Mao
• Frances	Fukuyama



•Plato				



Dimensions	
•

1. Explain Plato’s Theory of Justice. How he tries to implement it through the Education 
System? (2001)

•
2. Plato’s Communism was, is and will remain impracticable. Critically examine this 
statement. (2003)

•
3. Examine the main similarities and differences in the Political Ideas of Plato and 
Aristotle. (2004)

•
4. Explain Plato's theory of Justice. How he tries to implement it through educational 
system? (2006)

•
5. “Plato intended to build an institution for scientific study of politics and training of 
statesman" elaborate (2008)



•

6. Discuss Plato’s contribution to the History of political 
thought. (2009)

7. Platonic and Aristotelian paradigms (2011)

8. Plato intended to build an institution for scientific study of 
politics and training of statesman." elaborate. (2012)

9. Critically examine the concept of "Justice" by 
Plato.(2014)



Introduction

• 427-347	BC
• Born	in	Aristocratic	Athenian	family
• Looked	for career	in	public	service
• Disenchantment: disastrous outcome	of Peloponnesian war,	rule	of	
thirty	tyrants, execution and	condemnation	of	Socrates
• Period	of	soul searching



• • Left Athens with	Aristotle telnet of	“ virtue	is	knowledge”
• •Went	to Greek state of southern Italy: studied class	structure	and	
mathematic
• • Egypt: conservatism and	mathematics
• • Dionysus’s wrath
• • Ransomed	by	friends
• • Back	to	Athens



• Academy
• Taught there,	many works lost
• Some	left, became basis	of	western	philosophy
• First constructive	and	positive	effort: Republic



Plato’s	justice

















Plato’s	education













Plato’s	Communism

• Only	for	upper	class/	Guardians
• Aristocratic	communism
• Communism	means	common	ownership
• Extended	to	property	and	family
• No	property
• No	wives
• No	corruption



Criticism	of	Communism

• Human	nature	overlooked
• Anti-democratic
• Not	desirable	and	inadequate	in	modern	world



Aristotle



Background

• In	Athens, Plato was	preoccupied	with	his	last	work	laws
• Also	pre	occupied	with Dyanoisis 2
• Meanwhile Aristotle came	in	Academy, instead of	Isocrates
• Triumvirate completed
• Disagree with	Plato	and Socrates

• Built	his	philosophy	on	rule	of	law	and constitutionalism-
conducive to	Athenian	model



Dimensions

•
1. Show how Aristotle’s Organic Theory different from 
Plato’s Idealistic Theory of State. (2000)

2. Aristotle was a Realist and not an Idealist- explain 
w.r.t his theory of the Ends and functions of the 
state. (2007)

3. Aristotle was great but not grateful student of Plato” 
Comment. (2010)

































Comparison	between	Plato	and	Aristotle

• Plato	is	radical,	Aristotle	is	conservative
• Plato	is	perfectionist
• Aristotle	believes	in	middle	Way
• Aristotle	believes	good	must	not	be	sacrificed	for	best	because	Best	is	
unachievable
• Aristotle	believes	in	common	sense
• Plato	believes	in	special	training	of	philosophers



Machiavelli



Dimensions

•
1. Machiavelli’s Prince. (2000)

2. Machiavelli enunciated the philosophy of art of the 
government for effective discipline and stability in the state. 
Analyze and discuss the basis of his philosophy in 
detail. (2002)

3. Machiavelli enunciated the philosophy of Art of 
government for effective discipline and stability in the 
satiate. Analyze and discuss the basis of this philosophy in 
detail? (2006)

4. “Is it correct to call Machiavelli citizen of all states and 
contemporary of all ages”? Argue. (2010)




































